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ossex:  “'Moss Rose" of
Sheerness;  and  “Thark”
‘Aqua Bl “Hilfranoer,”

“Pauleter,’” “"Marsayru” and
the “Bystander.” The latter
hoats are probably all from
the Thames region.

“All asslstance in tracing
the  eraft, together with
i ners’ addrosses, will cep-
tainly be appreeciated,” Mr.
Baxter stutod.

Already, 1
say, one
traced by e
tacts, This is the bawley
“Iindeavour.” swhich is  at
Leigh working as a coelde-
boat under new ownership.

Gravesend {ugs and sim-
ar wessels  which  were
involved nt the time are
witll listed in eennection
with the Duankirk evacua-
tion Practically the whole
nt the Thames “Sun™ tug
fieat fnnle nart. for example,
mnstiy Corwed (rom Dravess
trriad,

arn pleased to
has heen

witborsida
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Gravesend wiaterman
Mr. C. W. Wenban.

One  mun  with  stronz
miemories  of  those  wvital
days, 26 years ago, Is water-
man Mr. C. W. Wenhan, of
Clarendon Ttoad, Graves-
end. In giving his aceount,

r. Wenban tirmly empha-
1505 that he was only one

of many from the Gravesend .

waterfront whao volunteered
to go ncrosg the Channel.
Like =0 many others, Iir
Wenban bocame invelved in
a fairly casual manner to
begin with.  Wo ayvas stand-

tng on the Tayal Terrace
Pier walching some ship-
ping when ho was asked if
he was free to Make up the
erew  ul bt Cravesoml
stean 11 "COhbdlesipe," B
Whern by wa old abent Ly
leb Ahs Iy, connectid
with gerting the troops out,
Mr, Wenban  immediately

wvolur e o doele Yol
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had just et go of the barge,
having run it at the beach

at full speed ahead, when we
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watcheq #  dive Tbhomber
come into the altack. The
'plane went for the harge

and dropped a bomb which
blew the barge right out of

the water. “here were five
army e on the barge.
According 1o my informa-

tion, only one survived, and
e was n Gravesend man
wham 1 Liter mict In Dover,”

The tug "Challenge” ooy
ried out few towing jobs

for the MNuvy control hefore
setting back under orders
for Dover harbour. “On
our way back we found a
damaged destroyer loaded
with troops,” continued Mr,
Wenban., “"We got a ling to
her and towed her into port,
where the troops were able
to disembarlk safely,”

When entering Dunkirk
waters for the first time, the
first veseom Lhat the crew of
the “Challenge” observed
was her sister tug "Con-
test,” which was also crewed
from Gravesend., Both tugs
were unarmed.

Back at Dover, a [few
more towing jobs  wore
done. One task was to
issue  ladders  around  to

Navy ships in the harbour,
These wera later used to
cnable thousands of troops
to embirlk from the Dun-
kirk harbour arm’down to
the decks of the rescuing
destroyers, When o return-
ing destroyer was rammed
by w-eross-Channel ship at
the entrance of Dover har-
bour, Mr Wenban was one
of thosc who went Into the
watep that was thick wilh
oil to rescue men who had

been thrown overhoard by
the impact. He got two
men gut inte a French

naval pinnace.
On the final night of the

yunkirl
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was the Soviet merehant
ship “Kirovsk,” of 53518
grosgs registered {ons. She
had arrived from the Rus-
sian porl of Ventspils on the
Baltic coastline of Latvia
and was moored at the buoy
off the pilot's piler while
awaiting a London Lerth.
"Kirovsk" had earlier ealled
at Newport on her way Lo
the Thaniés,

This e¢argo ship is of an
ecarlier ddeésign  than some
of the Sewviet wessels ceen,
in numbers, during recent
monthg bringing in timber
imports, and is simllar in
style to the vessel "Athkarsk"
which calied last year to the
Tilbury stage with imported
horses. "Kirovsk" wag last
reporied some threée months
ago passing Gibraltar head-
ing for the Baltie, but like
the similar “Atkarsi' hus
also been used on Russion
trade routes to Cuban,

The “Kirovsk" was con-
structed eight years ago at
the yard of Wartsila Kon
Chrichton-Vulcan in 1057,
and has a Sulzer engine of
Swisa  deslgn  Installed by
her builders, She measures
487ft, Sin. in length, on a
breadth of 57{t. 11in,

After a short wait off the
local shore, this vessel made
her way into the Greenland
Dock, London, wherg ghe
was due to begin discharge
of her 4200 ton general
cargo.
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Metcalf's
'Jim M' goes
to breakers

WELL-KNOWN little
coaster to the waters of
London River, the "Jim M,"

of 1the Elliolit Hept

launching title ot
Tarahan."”

Of 148ft, in length and of
410 gross tons, the “Jim M”
ran on various routes which
intluded hringing epal on
oceasions to the local river-
front wharves, A motor ship,
with a working speed of just
owrr 8 Knots, the ‘“Jim M"
hug been lying at the Come-
pany's locnl Town Whait,
West Street, wver the pust
few weeks.

Here, her gngings wera re-
moved by cranes at the
adjoining Commercial
Wharf undertaking, for only
the hull of the ship has been
sold. The removed diescl
engine is being stored at the
Town Wharf for the time
being, and will possibly be
installed in another vessel
within the Company,

Master of the “Jim b" in
recent times, has been Cap-
tain MeGucakian wha sailed
her with a total crew num-
bering seven, including him-
self, Some of the last runs
made by "“Jim M,"” before
the decision to withdraw
her, were between Keadby
to Norwlch with cargoes of
cual,

Upen completion of pre-
parations, regarding engine
removal, the “Jim M" was
quietly towed away from
the local frontapge to the
hreakers yard of Messrs.
Ward, nt Grays. The towsage
wag carried out by the tug
“Kaocker White"

"Empire

The Metcalf family and
shipping Company  haw
long connectiong with

Gravesend, Their fleet today
inclhudes a large numhber of
fine gencrul-cargo and tan-
ker craft which are in con-
stant use around our coastal
waters. Many of the fleet are
of modern design, and their
latest wessel, the "“Frank
M,” is shortly expected to
mnke her first voyage into
tlve Thames,
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PORT ITEMS

'Port Victor'
due from
Australia

ANPRECTED () enter 1the
Thames on Sundsy s
the Port Line ©argra Mo
“"Fort Vicrar,” which s in un

A VvOoOvare Trorm Fleoadt BPleie in

due  yesterday fro
(“halmers, while ano
Line craft "'Port

il of 1958 constr
due on Wednesday,

OTHER SHIPI
EXPECTED:

Today (Friday):
from  Ravenna, t
"Aragon” (Royal M
from Buenos Alves
Royal Docks, “Le
trme Indonesia (7
French motor ship)

Norge"  for Hole
(Norwegian tanke
tons).

Saturday: A
from Izmar, "“Ast

Whampoa for W
Dock, “Catraro" fi
ruk, "“Constance

for Northfleet des
jetty from Risor, "1
Cadiz for Londo
“Tindfonn" f{rom
Sider for Thames

Sunday: "Beavern
St, John (N.B.) f
Albert Daock 1C
Pacifie Line), "Clan
frem Chittagong
Line), “Maricholm
Quebee for Purflee
duwa' from Africa
Miguel” from El P
Coryton, “Trenting
Haifa,

Meonday: “Al 6
tic S¢a for Purlieet
Planca” from Vi
“Baltie Trader" fo
sinlel for Surey Co
Dock, "@arlu' fron
holnr  Tor Llillwal
“Chitral" from MMa
King George Dock,
St. Albans” from |
“Corinthic” from Ny
minster (Greek shi
dar" from New Wes
“Suecia” from Gol
(Swedish Lloyd Lin

Tuesday: "“Carito

Vancouver for Royd
from

“Rio Primere”
Adres,

Puerto
Haven.

Miranda Yor

Wednesday: g
from Beira and Ea:




